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Nr* Philip Ceyslin 
Editor, Editorial Pads 
Washington Post 
1150 15 St., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Soar Nr. Qeyelin, 

decause your editorials a re general so constructive, well thought out , the 
1#S8 hysteria of today's on the Welch tragedy is a shock. 

fernery is a fragile thing, but as I aa pretty certain Welch was often and earlier 
exposed, ao also do 1 seem to recall* that you, like I, have previous intelligence 
experience. Whether or not so, you and all Post editorial writers should know better 
than this inftaatory editorial says. It does amount to a deliberate deception. It can 
be interpreted as a blind defoodo of the CIA, no matter what it does. 

And it does require refora, refora and modei^fiation in thinking that it is not 
helping, as the papers are wont to say, but la resisting bitterly. 

It has, as any competent reporter should comprehend, been engaged in successful 
management of what would be exposed of its illegalities as disfcmi^shed from other mis- 
deeds. From the time Ford appointed a Commission with the members of Rockefeller's and 
put a David i-ekin at the head there was no secret. Nor was there on how the Senate would 
be manipulated. Three months ago one of the Members admitted it to me. But there has 
been no change since. What David Bolin Blabbed at Vanderbilt shocked me with ita un- 
intended candor. He said the CIA was investigating itself through him - putting out 
what it wanted out and no more. 

Major domestic operations remain unexposed. The Poet was aware of one five years 
ago. Others the moat m i nimal ly competent investigative reporting would and should have 
exposed. It hasn't happened. 

Within ay own experience they tell incredible Ilea that would shame a child and 
behave like children playing games when there ia no need for it. The indirection with 
which they buy my books, for example. It was that way in the Warren Commission day a. 
whan Dulles, in TOP SECRET, offered to use his former British friande to get a book 
the Commission could and should have gotten openly, by mail. 

The sheer stupidity of keeping an exposed agent of Welch's «irin ft a t the fwme 
work and so readily identified by even those without knowledge of his pest is hard to 
believe, yet it appears to be a regular practise. The wonder ie that with ao many victims 
thmr* have been tmwm no earlier retaliation©. 

And what do we have to ahow for all these government overthrows? Can you honestly 
write an editorial praising any one, limited to American interests? Was not each one a 
liability, a great and useJ-ltt^lf not counterproductive cost? 

Unless the papers start doing their jobs we will wind up with illegalities turned 
into legalities, wrong made into right, the transparent effort with the m right now. 
There will then be no possibility of control and little of real freedom. 

The real immediate tragedies are that you could publish an editorial as yheterlcal 
aa this one and that Welch could have been set up by the Agency without your or any other 
complaint, rfith all those believing they have t e right to vengeance, the list will grow. 

Sincerely, 


Harold Weisberg 


